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from the peony of ancient eastern art, to van gogh’s sunflowers and 
monet’s waterlilies, to jeff koons’ 43 foot tall blooming topiary puppy, 
the flower is a constant inspiration for artists and art 
enthusiasts alike.  

botanica is comprised of twenty-two artworks that range from direct 
depictions of flowers to objects and images evoking floral forms. on 
one end of the spectrum are the intimate paintings of iris blossoms by 
martin kotler.  these premier coup or first strike paintings are completed 
“in one sitting,” capturing the fleeting delicacy of summer’s gardens. 
conversely, dean kessmann’s photographs convey the shape and color 
of pansies, yet do not present flowers at all.  rather, they are images of 
plastic shopping bags collected as litter and photographed with 
dramatic backlighting.  the titles - target, safeway,  and have a nice day - 
identify their source and offer a stinging reminder of our precarious 
environmental condition. 

botanica is the inaugural exhibition of the carroll square gallery, 
a dynamic venue that strives to expand the d.c. arts community.  
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